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EDITORIAL 
E very culture is subjected to modernization processes. Changes are lived with contra- dictory feelings. On the one hand, there is growing confidence in our chances of 
solving age-old problems, because modern technology increases our power over na- 
ture. On the other hand, technological culture makes for uniform behaviour and trans- 
mits a series of values which do not harmonize easily with traditional cultures. It is 
therefore not difficult to see why so many races wish to 
reflect on their cultural background, understand the 
richness of their own tradi- tions, and look for a synthesis 
between memory and mo- dernity. 
w-- 
We Catalans have celebrated  the one thousandth anniver- 
sary of our political birth. Over the last ten centuries, we have lived under different forms 
of government, ranging from independence (1 0th to 15th centuries) to domination (1 8th 
to 19th centuries), and including a period of federal government (1 6th to 17th centu- 
ries). As regards our territory, political developments have made us part of the Crown of 
Aragon, have ioined us to Valencia, the Balearics and Roussillon, have opened the way 
for our Mediterranean expansion, or have limited us to the territory of Catalonia. Three 
indisputable facts remain from this agitated history. First, the survival of a Catalan language 
and culture stretching from Perpignan to Alicante and including the Balearic Isles. Second, 
the ability to adapt to a wide range of situations and, therefore, our conviction that we will 
also be able to integrate modernity. And third, our readiness to construct the complex 
political structures necessary if 
our cultural identity in a world 
without becoming uniform. 
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CATALONIA presents this 
sary number with the intention 
richest cultural and political 
histories of Europe, and as a way of saying that for us modernity and universality can be 
strengthened by each individual culture's roots. We thank the President of the Generali- 
tat, the Rt Hon. Mr. Jordi Pujol, for the closing piece published in this number, and the 
great poet Miquel Martí i Pol for the three poems, written especially for CATALONIA, 
with which he so faithfully and so beautifully expresses our feelings about the past, future 
and present of our country. 
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